
 
 
 

 
What’s happening regarding the building of a new library?  That is the question 
often asked by those who volunteer at our library and other library support 
groups and community minded people in Escondido.  We know that the City 
Council has gone on record in support of a new modern library and thus directed 
the City Manager and staff to explore the level of interest and support from the 
public and private sector.  The Council will soon hear the staff report at a public 
Council meeting.  So keep tuned in and hope for a decision so that we can all 
start the work of informing and educating the public about the value and cost of 
creating a modern library in Escondido. 

 

Library Admin Cynthia Smith, Assistant Library Director 
 

As we welcome the New Year with optimism and look forward to great things 
to come, I also reflect on 2016 with a sense of pride and satisfaction. It was a 
very good year, and the Friends of the Library’s support played a significant 
role in making it so. 
 
In 2016, as in years past, the Friends gave generously to the Library by 
providing supplemental funding for new and replacement materials for our 
circulating collection. This extra boost to our budget helps us add new items 
that are in high demand and replace materials that maintain the integrity of our 
collections. The Friends of the Library Board of Directors also funded 
programs enjoyed by all ages in our community throughout the year. Thank 
you for making it possible for the community to connect by attending Library programs that promote culture, 
music appreciation, the importance of literacy, learning, and the joy of reading.  As you read through this 
newsletter, you will see examples of our outstanding programming and how your support makes a 
difference. I invite you to attend a 2nd Saturday Concert, visit a book club meeting or just stop by to see a 
storytime. 
 
In 2017, we will continue to build outstanding collections of materials, available in all formats, and we’re 
planning a terrific Summer Reading experience with the theme “Design Your World!” Thank you for making 
summer reading our premiere program and for providing signature events for everyone to enjoy. A special 
note of thanks goes to all of our Friends who volunteer their time to make this all possible. 
 
Wishing you a joyous and prosperous New Year! 
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Adult Services 
 

Our Adult holiday craft program, Broke A$$ Holidays, was a great success! With over 30 attendees, 
Christmas music playing, and good cheer all around, everyone had a wonderful time learning the art of 
paper folding to transform a used book into a festive holiday gift. 
 

A big thank you to the Friends of the Escondido Public Library who graciously donated 200 vintage books 
for this program.  The books were used to create small Christmas trees decorated with buttons, sparkly 
chenille stems, glittery gems, colorful ribbons, mini pompoms, sequins, and holiday stickers.  Guests left 
with a free, upcycled gift to share with someone on their holiday list and a new skill to use in future projects. 
 

                                                                                                 Cecy Rayphole 
         Adult Services Senior Library Associate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2nd Tuesday Book Club  is still going strong in its’ eleventh year, thanks to the generous 

support from Friends of the Escondido Public Library! We have an exciting 2017 line-up of titles to read 
and discuss. All discussions will be held at 6:00 p.m. in the Library’s Turrentine Room.  

                                                                                                                           
January 10, 2017 – The Diver’s Clothes Lie Empty by Vendela Vida  

February, 14, 2017 – As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner 

March 14, 2017 – Inside the O’Briens by Lisa Genova  

April 11, 2017 - Circling the Sun by Paula McLain 

May 9, 2017 – The Black Count: Glory, Revolution, Betrayal and the Real Count of Monte Cristo by Tom Reiss 

June 13, 2017 – The Bazaar of Bad Dreams by Stephen King 

July 11, 2017 – TBD Summer Reading Theme “Design Your World” 

August 8, 2017 - The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah 

September 12, 2017 – The Nest by Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney 

October 10, 2017 – TBD One Book, One San Diego selection 

November 14, 2017 – In a Dark, Dark Wood by Ruth Ware 

December 12, 2017 – A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman 

                                                                                                                      Monica Barrette 
 Adult Services Librarian 
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Youth & Teen Services 
 
Youth Services rounded out 2016 with a flurry of activity, including our popular lineup of programs for all 
ages. Small children and their parents/caregivers enjoyed storytimes for babies, toddlers, and preschoolers. 
Older children continued to explore their interests at Knights Realm Chess Club and Read, and Eat, and 
Discuss (R.E.A.D.) Middle Grade Book Club. Reluctant readers and 
animal-lovers spent quality time improving their skills reading to bearded 
dragons and therapy dogs at Read to a Dragon and Paws for Reading. 
 
 

Additionally, families came together 
for crafts, community, and stories at 
special holiday events. Children 
created treat bags at the Halloween 
Spooktacular Stories and Creepy 
Crafts event, helped create an altar at the Día de los Muertos 
celebration, and made ornaments for home and the Library tree at the 
Annual Children's Holiday Tree Trimming Party. The year was also 
capped off with a special visit from Santa! 

 
In the new year, Library programs return with all of the favorites. In January, R.E.A.D. Book Club will discuss 
Bigger Than a Bread Box by Laurel Snyder and, in March, Death by Toilet Paper by Donna Gephart. In 
February, California Center for the Arts, Escondido’s Jean Will Strings music program, for children ages 6-
12, will treat young library patrons to a medley of classical music. 
 
Escondido Public Library Youth Services thanks the Friends of the Library for their continual support - their 
dedication and generosity help make these events and services possible! 
 
                                                                                                                       Kristine Macalalad 
                    Children’s Librarian 

 
 
 
 

Fall teen programming has ended, and we now turn our 
focus to spring events. The Teen Advisory Board (TAB) 
brings local teens together to assist the Teen Librarian in 
providing programs and services to their age group. Since 
its inception in September 2016, we have had a wonderful 
group of teens attending, which should continue through 
the spring. Create It @ Your Library will have three 
sessions this spring and explore the following topics: 
Origami (February); Screen Printing (March); and Mosaics 
(April). Burritos & Book Club continues to be a rewarding 
program. The group will read a classic young adult novel, 
Feed by M. T. Anderson at the next meeting on January 
21, 2017. 

 
                                                       Cathy Janovitz 

        Teen Librarian 
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Technology & Support Services News 
 

 

From November 28 through December 31, 2016, the 
Library conducted its annual Food for Fines 
program.  This popular service encourages people 
to bring food to the Library for donation to the food 
bank run by Escondido’s Interfaith Community 
Services.  For each item donated, patrons received 
one dollar of fines removed from their account, up to 
a total of $20.   The program was VERY successful 
with 2,370 pounds of food collected during the four-
week holiday season.  The food donation tracker 
pictured was used as a lobby display, and the 
amount of food collected greatly exceeded our 
original goal of 2,000 pounds.  Many thanks to 
Darlene Brooks in Library Technical Services for 
coordinating the program and to all our staff in 
Customer Services who collected the food and 
managed the adjustments to patron accounts.  The 
Library is proud to support this program each year 
which is a win-win for both individuals and the 
community. 

 
John Donel 
Senior Librarian of Technology & Support Services 

 
 
 

Literacy News 
 
Mark your calendars for the 13th Annual Scrabble-Thon Tournament and Fundraiser which will be hosted 
by Literacy Services and the Friends of Literacy Services on March 11, 2017, 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at the 
Park Avenue Community Center. Players must pre-register by March 6, 2017 at library.escondido.org/ 
scrabblethon, by mail, or in person at the Literacy Services office, located on the 2nd floor of the Library. 
The registration fee for adults is $25.00; registration for high school students is $15.00. 
 
The Scrabble® tournament consists of five 30-minute games and is open to adults and high school 
students. Players sign up to play in one of three divisions: Novice, Intermediate, or Advanced, and can 
compete individually or as a part of a four-player team. Team play requires that all four teammates 
compete within the same division. Players compete for prizes at the end of each game as well as the final 
awards for highest individual, team, and high school scores. 

The proceeds from Scrabble-Thon will be used to provide literacy materials and resources. There will be 
opportunity drawings, a Pick-a-Tile game, and silent auction items throughout the event. Opportunity 
drawing tickets will be on sale at the Library prior to March 11th and at the event. Donations are tax-
deductible. For more information, call 760-839-5440. 
 
 Lalitha Nataraj 
 Literacy Services Librarian 
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Library Volunteers   Cookie Allen, Volunteer Services Coordinator 
 

Happy New Year!  As we welcome 2017, I’d like to thank all of our wonderful Friends of the Escondido 
Public Library volunteers for your hard work and dedication that ultimately helps provide so many programs 
for the public. What a wonderful gift to the community!  Our staff could not provide this quality of 
programming without the financial support the Book Shop generates. 
 
In December 2016, Friends volunteers gave 582.5 hours to the Library! This total includes volunteers who 
work in the Book Shop, and those who also work the behind the scenes sorting and pricing donated items, 
and restocking the shelves.  You are a great team of Library-loving people. Thank you! 
 
If you have a friend or family member who would like to volunteer, we’d love to welcome them aboard! 
Please have them contact me at 760-839-4819. Your referrals are appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 


 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We have a new volunteer in the Shop. Elie Abushanab, 
Ginny’s husband of 51 years, will be filling in Thursday 
afternoons.   

 
Born in Damascus, Syria, where he still has family, he 
came to the US in 1960 as a graduate student, 
successfully completing his Ph.D in chemistry five 
years later.  Although he’s had several jobs, his main 
one was that of professor of medicinal chemistry at the 
University of Rhode Island, from which he retired in 
1998.  At that time he and Ginny moved to Escondido, 
and they immediately joined a group called The Senior 
Gleaners.  The Gleaners pick fruit from people’s small 
orchards and give it to food banks around the county.  
(If you would like more information, Elie would be 
happy to supply it.)  Having recently celebrated his 80th 
birthday, he’s the proud father of three and the 
grandfather of five.  He’s also an ardent Green Bay 
Packers fan, to the extent of owning, and occasionally 
wearing, the signature Cheese Head.” 

 
Welcome Elie! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS >>>    Elie Abushanab 
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Friends Book Shop News  Eula Stephens, Shop Coordinator 

 

As the Coordinator of the Friends Book Shop I am always interested in and 
enthusiastic about the people who support us.  Certainly we are grateful 
for those who buy from us, but we are also thankful for and glad to 
interact with our friends who are also book lovers.  Ralph Waldo 
Emerson said, “We are of different opinions at different hours, but we 
always may be said to be at heart on the side of truth.” 
 
Our truth is that books fulfill an important part of our lives.  The people 
we share them with include those who come every week—to expand 
their own library, to discuss authors, to explore new ideas; those who 
find our shop a haven for quiet meditation; those who are alone or 

homeless, seeking thoughtful companions; those who are looking for a 
particular author; etc., etc.  We are happy to offer our treasures, our 

ideas, our knowledge to share with all our friends.  If you are one, we welcome you, ask you to come by 
regularly, and perhaps join us as Friends of the Escondido Library. 
 
Recently we have started a new shelf in the Shop, “Healthy Foods – Cooking & Eating Smart”.   Volunteer 
Louise Hanon is an advocate of strong health incentives and suggested this addition to our shop.  It is 
located in the Health area, top shelf. 
 
We are still in need of a volunteer to sort books on Saturday mornings, and if any of you reading this might 
be interested in volunteering on Saturday, please give us a call. 
 
A “thank you” to Linda Parker who decorates The Book Shop as each holiday approaches.  Her needlework 
is superb! 
 
And welcome again to our new volunteer Elie Abushanab!  (on preceding page)  
 
 

 

 UPCOMING SALE DATES 
 
  Fri/Sat.  January 27 & 28 

 
  Fri/Sat.  February 24 & 25 

 

  Fri/Sat.  March 24 & 25 
 

  Fri/Sat.  April 28 & 29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DO YOU SHOP AT MAJOR MARKET? 

Please save your Major Market shopping receipts for 

the Friends of the Library. They give us 1% of all 

receipts we collect! Just give them to the Cashier in the 

Friends Book Shop anytime you visit.   Thanks! 

 

THE BOOK SHOP HOURS 
 

Monday, Wednesday 

 Friday, Saturday 
10-4 

 

Tuesday, Thursday 
10-6 

**************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
If you have comments or suggestions for this newsletter please email Linda Faulkner, Editor, at lindafaulkner10@gmail.com 
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For those of you who may not have received this directly by Escondido Library enews, I thought it was h  
For those of you who may not receive the Escondido Library eNews I thought these statistics might be of 
interest!  . . . Editor 
 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  clip here and submit above form with your dues - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Individual - $10.00 
Family - $15.00 
Supporting - $35.00 
Life Membership - $125.00 
Business/Organization - $30.00 

Payable to: 

Friends of the Escondido Public Library 
c/o Escondido Public Library 
239 South Kalmia Street 
Escondido, CA 92025 
 

NAME___________________________________________ PHONE___________ 

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________ 

CITY/ST_____________________________________________ ZIP___________ 

EMAIL_____________________________________________________________ 

Special interests, talents and ideas:                                          _____ New Member   _____ Renewal        

Application for Membership 
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Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  The Friends Board meets the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
at 9:30 AM upstairs in the Board 
Room and is open to the public. 
 

 
 

2nd Saturday Concerts 

3:00 p.m. in the Turrentine Room 
 

We will ring in the New Year on January 14, 2017 with the 
swinging jazz of the Peter Sprague Trio which combines 
Brazilian-style jazz with American pop for an electric sound. 
 

The San Diego Opera will be back February 11th with Opera 
Exposed.   
 

The bluegrass band Virtual Strangers will perform March 11th .  
 

Adrienne Nims will bring a trio of contemporary jazz musicians on 
April 8th.   
 

The series finale will feature the classical piano/violin duo of 
Minna Sungmin Han and Joo-in Lee on May 13th.  
 
Hope to see you there and bring your friends! 

 

 Friends of the Library 
 Board of Directors  >>> 
 

 Elmer Cameron, President 
  Linda Faulkner, Vice President 
  Christel Luther, Treasurer 
  Mary Roy, Secretary 
 

  Directors: 
      Linda Atkinson                             
    Daisy Bowen 
    Georgia Chonko 
  Lee Graniero 
  Marlene Hoover 
  Marge Kelley 
          
  Shop Coordinator 
       Eula Stephens* 
 
   *appointed by the Board 

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 The Friends News 
      Linda Faulkner, Editor 
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